ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
1.

2.

3.

4.

If you are ready to experience your faith in a new and different way. The Neocatechumenal
Way will be presenting sessions with Fr. Bartek and his Missionary Team at St. John the
Baptist Church every Monday and Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM starting Feb. 5 and at St.
Paul Church every Tuesday and Thursday nights at 7:00 PM starting Feb. 6. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Please see poster for more details.
The 2020 Sunday Donation Envelopes are available at the back of the church. Each year
we need to correctly identify the Envelope Number with appropriate donor. Pease register
your Envelope Number. If you want to use PAP (Pre-Authorized Payment), form is
available in the foyer and from parish office.
As you and your spouse looking to develop the spiritual aspect of your marriage, beyond
just Sunday Mass? Teams of Our Lady (TOOL) is an international movement of married
spirituality in the Catholic Church. Learn more at an Information Session at St. Paul Parish
Hall on Thursday, January 23rd at 7:00 PM and at teamsofourlady.ca
CWL will be having a Valentine’s Day Raffle. See a CWL member to obtain tickets, $10
each for a great prizes. Please support this raffle as all proceeds will go to great causes.

St. Paul Roman Catholic Parish
“Love god. Live the Sacraments. Build His kingdom”

480 Signal Road, Fort McMurray, AB T9H 4R7
Ph. No.: 780-791-4305; Fax: 587-258-6898
Website : www.stpaulparishwb.com
Email: office@stpaulparishwb.com

January 19, 2020 - 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Liturgy Schedule

Parish Staff

Monday-Thursday

Parish Priest
Fr. Francis Khai Phan

Rosary & Mass 8:40 AM
Friday Adoration after Mass at 7:00 PM

franciskhai@hotmail.com

Weekend Masses

Asst. Parish Priest
Fr. Jayson Durante
jvdurante@gmail.com

Saturday 7:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

The Sacrament of Confession is available

30 minutes before the start of each Mass.

Deacon Marvin Tanquerido
tanqueridomarvin@yahoo.com
Parish Secretary: Ruby Smart
office@stpaulparishwb.com

Collections
(Weekly— Jan. 12, 2020)
Loose Bills & Coins
Envelopes
Total

Available at the back of the church
$5.00/each

$

918.20
2,250.00
$ 3,168.20

PAP (Pre-Authorized Payment)
donation for January will
be reported by month’s end
THANK YOU!

Here I am, Lord;
I come to do your will.
Psalm 40

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time A

January 19, 2020

“The Wood of the Manger is the Wood of the Cross.”
by Deacon Raymond Chan
We come to Church and notice right away that all the Christmas decorations are gone. I am
sure you know where Mary, Joseph and Jesus are, don’t you? No, they’re not in Egypt. They’re in
boxes in the storage room. The Christmas season is over. Now we move on with the very beginning
of Jesus’ public life, usually referred to as his ministry. But is Christmas really over yet or is a new
“Christmas” just starting? There is an old saying: “The Wood of the Manger is the Wood of the
Cross.” John the Baptist seems to understand this and when he sees Jesus, he points to him
saying: “This is the Lamb of God,” (John 1:29-34). We use that term “Lamb of God” so often, that
it is easy for us to overlook the deep theology and the unmeasurable love of our God contained in
His sending His Son to be the Lamb. He is wounded for our sins, bruised for our iniquities. He has
taken upon himself the punishment that makes us whole and was crucified. That is what John the
Baptist meant when he said, “Look, there is the Lamb of God.”
By offering his very self for our redemption, Jesus showed us two things. First, he showed
beyond any doubt that absolutely nothing we do can ever extinguish his love for us. He died for us
while we were yet sinners. The Lamb of God loves us just as we are, and will always love us. We
must never doubt that. We must never let anything come between us and Jesus Christ. Whenever
we find ourselves doubting his love or goodness, we can be sure it is from the devil, never from
God. Second, by giving himself up for our salvation, he showed us the path to happiness. We
were created not to indulge ourselves, but to give ourselves. Just like Christ, we Christians are
called to lay down our lives for God and our neighbours, to conquer sin and evil by loving, by giving
self to others without counting the cost, by forgiving without conditions.

seals.The book is God’s plan for mankind. But the plan is sealed. ” Who is worthy to open the scroll
and break its seals?", a voice cries out.” But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth
was able to open the scroll to examine it. The visionary sheds many tears because no one was
found worthy to open the scroll or to examine it. But then one of the elders said, "Do not weep. The
lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has triumphed, enabling him to open the scroll
with its seven seals." Then the visionary saw standing in the midst of the throne and the four living
creatures and the elders, a Lamb that seemed to have been slain. Only the Lamb was worthy to
once more restore God’s plan for mankind.
John the Baptist found his reason for existence. He was to point out the Lamb of God to the
world. His mission is the mission of every Christian. We are to point out the Lamb of God to the
world. There is nothing greater that any of us can do in our lives than to reveal Christ to others, first
to our children and then to all we encounter. John the Baptist was not a typical person of his
time. He was extraordinary not because of his attire or diet or even his preaching, it was the fact
that he found the purpose of his life. Our lives can also be extraordinary. The Lord will give us the
courage, like John the Baptist, to reveal Christ to the world. The death of our Lord opened up the
Book of God’s plan for mankind. He restored our life with God. He conquered sin. Christ is
our King and our Leader. To be his loyal subject and disciple demands outstanding service. It costs
no less than everything, even our lives. And so, we too should bravely become Lambs of God sacrificial offerings on the altar of our own crosses. This self-sacrifice is so central to our faith that
the Church reminds us of it in every Mass, when we pray, "Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.” Let’s pray those words from the very depths of our hearts,
appreciating in a fresh way all their beauty and meaning.

From the very beginning of the world, all creation was entrusted to human beings. Sadly,
man, in his selfishness and self-centeredness, perverted the whole purpose of creation. Instead of
glorifying God, creation was used to satisfy man’s selfish needs. But, God did not take the gift of
creation away. A man would once more restore creation to God’s original plan. Jesus Christ is this
man. Still, some people continue to pervert the purpose of creation. Sadly, sometimes, we join
them. We become so wrapped up in ourselves that we push God aside, being more concerned with
our selfishness than seeing God’s gifts as a means of glorifying Him. As long as we live like this, true
love cannot exist in the world. We cannot give ourselves to another if our main concept of how to
live is to take, not to give. This is the reason why for some people life is meaningless and
frustrating.
Jesus living on earth is the fulfillment of God’s plan for mankind. Jesus showed us how to
live as the Father wants us all to live. He sacrificed himself completely for others so that we could
experience sacrificial love. He called us to use creation as the Father meant creation to be used.
In the visions of the fifth chapter of the Book of Revelation, a book is brought out sealed with seven

Baptism preparation course
is given every third Tuesday of the month.
The next one will be on
January 21 at 7 PM.

The Sacrament of Baptism
will be celebrated on
January 26 at 2 PM.

There is no space
Where
God is not;
Space does not
Exist apart
From him
Malachi 3.1:1

