ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS
1.

2.

3.

4.

Friday 12-hour Adoration has resumed. Exposition of the Eucharist starts at 9:00 AM in
the portable. There will be Mass in the church at 7:00 PM, to be followed by Adoration and
Benediction. Sign-up sheet is posted at the foyer.
The 2020 Sunday Donation Envelopes are available at the back of the church. Each year
we need to correctly identify the Envelope Number with appropriate donor. Pease register
your Envelope Number. If you want to use PAP (Pre-Authorized Payment), form is
available in the foyer and from parish office.
As you and your spouse looking to develop the spiritual aspect of your marriage, beyond
just Sunday Mass? Teams of Our Lady (TOOL) is an international movement of married
spirituality in the Catholic Church. Learn more at an Information Session at St. Paul Parish
Hall on Thursday, January 23rd at 7:00 PM and at teamsofourlady.ca
Sunday Missal 2020 is available for 5.00/each at the back of the church.

St. Paul’s Parish Pastoral Council Survey Results
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January 12, 2020 - Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Liturgy Schedule

Parish Staff

Monday-Thursday

Parish Priest
Fr. Francis Khai Phan

Rosary & Mass 8:40 AM
Friday Adoration after Mass at 7:00 PM

franciskhai@hotmail.com

Weekend Masses

Asst. Parish Priest
Fr. Jayson Durante
jvdurante@gmail.com

Saturday 7:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

The Sacrament of Confession is available


At the end of November, St. Paul’s Parish Pastoral Council conducted a survey asking
parishioners to identify three top priorities based on 10 themes that flowed out of our parish
mission statement: Love God, Live the Sacraments, Build His Kingdom.



The overall top priorities that parishioners identified are: 1) Eucharistic Celebration,
2) School, and 3) Tie between Sacramental Preparation and Liturgy for Children. ( It should
also be noted, if a theme was not identified as a top priority, it will still be worked on over time
as part of our parish mission.)





30 minutes before the start of each Mass.

Parish Secretary: Ruby Smart
office@stpaulparishwb.com

Collections
(Weekly— Jan. 5, 2020)
Loose Bills & Coins
Envelopes
Total

The next step will be to develop actions to move these priorities forward. Have an idea or want
to participate more fully in the process? Please contact the Parish Office at 780 791 4305 or
office@stpaulparishwb.com
Visit stpaulparishwb.com/ppc for more information on the parish mission statement and the
themes flowing out of it.

Deacon Marvin Tanquerido
tanqueridomarvin@yahoo.com

$ 2,599.21
4,099.95
$ 6,699.16

PAP (Pre-Authorized Payment)
donation for January will
be reported by month’s end
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was
heard: this is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!
Mark 9.7

THANK YOU!

Baptism of the Lord

January 12, 2020

Why did Jesus need to be baptized if he didn't have any sin
by Deacon Raymond Chan
Many moons ago after the Baptism of the Lord Sunday mass, a young altar server asked
me: “Deacon, Why did Jesus need to be baptized if he didn't have any sin?” A very good
question. Yes, very good question indeed. For centuries, we understood (or misunderstood)
baptism was to wash away our original sin. Many people even put off baptism until moments
before their death, believing that with baptism their sins were washed away and they were
guaranteed heaven regardless of what kind of life they led. Fortunately, the liturgical renewal of
the 1950s onward restored our understanding of baptism as an initiation - a recognition of our
status as children of God. Forgiveness of sins is only one part of the grace of baptism; but more,
baptism is the sacrament by which God adopts us as children and makes us members of Christ's
Body, the Church. When we consider our baptism, we are reminded of the beautiful verse in
Genesis 1: “So God created humankind in his own image, in the image of God he created
them.” Catechism 1213 also says, “Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life; through
baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God.” Yes, baptism cleanses us from
sin, but even more, it has reborn us as sons and daughters of God. It gives us power and grace
to accept our own ministry and mission as offered to us.
So Jesus, by being baptized, was showing his solidarity with his community. The Word
Incarnate was again showing that God was content to pitch a tent among the people, to live with
and be like them. As the gospel tells us, by being baptized by John, Jesus was fulfilling all
righteousness. (Matthew3:13-17) After the Baptism, the heavens were opened and John saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and a voice declaring, “This is my Son with whom I am
well pleased.” Jesus is baptized and anointed with power and the Spirit. For Matthew, this is the
point when God presents Jesus's mission and ministry to the world.
Sometimes, we are tempted to compare our baptism with Jesus's baptism. He was
anointed with power and the Holy Spirit. He went on to preach, teach, heal, and collect a vast
number of followers. He suffered, died, and rose again. He was, after all, both human and divine.
And us? Our baptism surely will be less. We aren't divine. We can accept baptism and then go on
to live ordinary lives, forgetting perhaps even the day of our baptism. Or can we? Absolutely not.
every year at this time the church reminds us about Jesus's baptism. That should be a clue that
our own baptism is vitally important. We should remember the day. We should celebrate the fact
that we too were baptized with power and the Holy Spirit - the same Spirit that descended on
Jesus like a dove. We might not get the visual dramatic effect of the dove and the sky broken
open, but we are equally graced, filled with the Spirit, adopted as God’s own, and given a life long
ministry and mission. It is just that important!
Baptism should be life changing. Imagine what the church might look like if each baptized
member grasped hold of and used the power that is freely given us by God in our baptism. In the
first reading in Isaiah (42:1-4,6-7) we heard these words of the Lord: “I, the LORD, have called

you for the victory of justice,I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you
as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to
bring out prisoners from confinement… those who live in darkness.” We know these
words were used in Isaiah’s time for his community, and we now use them to talk about the
Messiah, but we must understand that they are meant for us too. Doesn't Jesus constantly tell
his followers, and us, that we must take up His ministry and continue spreading the good
news? Aren't we supposed to care for the poor, build up the weak, and spread peace? Could
we change the world and make it a better place by our presence or have we given up in
despair? The lighted candle at the end of the baptism ceremony means we are to show forth
Christ by word and deed wherever we go. Let the memory of our baptism ignite the fire that is
smouldering in our souls. We often call the people who let that fire burn brightly “saints”.
Imagine what our church would look like if we, like the saints, let our fire burn and let the light of
Christ shine. Remember the words of the beautiful hymn: “I sing a song of the saints of
God ... and I mean to be one, too.” We are created in the image of God. We are loved
beyond measure - all God’s people are loved beyond measure. Imagine the church on fire with
the power of the Spirit. Imagine the explosion of peace and joy that could be ours. God says,
“See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they
spring forth, I tell you of them.” (Isaiah 42:9)
Therefore, let us resolve today to try our best to live always as the children of God
in our words and deeds so that we can also hear the loving words from Jesus: “You are
my beloved son (or daughter) with whom I am well pleased!”

Baptism preparation course
is given every third Tuesday of the month.
The next one will be on
January 21 at 7 PM.

The Sacrament of Baptism
will be celebrated on
January 26 at 2 PM.

There is no space
Where
God is not;
Space does not
Exist apart
From him
Malachi 3.1:1

